DEVELOPING COUNTRIES COMMITTEE MEETING

March 8, 2005

New Orleans, USA

Participants: Silvia Barros (Chair), Wallace Hayes, Thoru Inoue (membership committee chair), Erik Dybing (Past President, IUTOX), George Corcoran (SOT), and Angelika Tritscher (WHO)

Regrets: Mary Gullumian (South African Society of Toxicology), Jyrki Liesivuorui (Finish Society of Toxicology), Junshi Chen (Chinese Society of Toxicology ), and Edmond Creppy (French Society of Toxicology)

Dr. Barros called the meeting to order at 1300, March 8, 2005 in New Orleans, LA, USA. Dr. Barros welcomed the members of the committee to the meeting.  Dr. Dybing introduced Dr. Tritscher of the World Health Organization (WHO) who was then invited to join the committee representing the WHO.  

The plans, objectives and goals of the committee were reviewed by Dr. Barros.  Following discussion by the committee, it was concluded that the first action of the committee should be to increase contacts with toxicologist from developing countries.  A number of contacts for Africa had been submitted by Drs. Gulumian, Corcoran and Creppy.  It was reported that Dr. Leisivuori would supply the names of contacts in Pakistan and Central Asia; Dr. Tnoue was requested to supply contact names for other areas in Asia.  There are a number of existing Societies of Toxicology in South America.  Dr. Barros will follow up by contacting these societies about becoming members of IUTOX.  In addition, Dr. Barros will contact each of the individuals from the various countries to see if IUTOX can help with the organization of a toxicology society in their country.

Dr. Barros briefed the committee on the activities of the scientific committee for the next Congress of Toxicology in Developing Countries to be held in Croatia in 2006. The scientific program is progressing nicely with a good selection of symposia, workshops and continuing education courses.

A questionnaire to help determine the interest and needs of toxicologists and toxicology societies in developing countries that is in the early stages of development was reviewed by Dr. Barros Suggested additions and changes will be incorporated into the questionnaire prior to sending it to selected toxicologists in developing countries that do not yet have toxicology societies and to all 17 toxicology societies in developing countries.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 14:00.

Respectively submitted,

Silvia Barros
Chair, Developing Countries Committee
