Estonian Society of Toxicology 

Optimistic ideas that came up at the Finnish-Estonian Congress of Toxicology in the spring of 1997 in Tartu, Estonia led to establishment of the Estonian Society of Toxicology on October 17, 1997. The Estonian Society of Toxicology (ETS) currently has 50 members. Dr. Anne Kahru is the chairperson of the board of the Estonian Society of Toxicology.  ETS has been a member of EUROTOX since 1998 and IUTOX since 2004.

The aims of ETS 

· to join specialists of various fields of toxicological research, 

· to encourage participation of its active members, especially post-graduate, PhD students and young researches in scientific events abroad and to conduct their research,

· to organize conferences, 

· to promote scientific contacts between Estonian toxicologists and their foreign colleagues, 

· to consult and provide professional advice to legal entities and private persons, 

· to provide toxicological expertise on  sustainable management of Estonian natural resources and on environmental protection problems.

The main events of ETS

The very first effort of our Society was to organize a Joint Conference of the Scandinavian Society of Cell Toxicology and the Estonian Society of Toxicology in 1998. The meeting was held in Tallinn, Estonia and attended by 86 participants from 17 countries.

In April 2003, a course on Good Laboratory Practice was organized with the help of IUTOX (lecturer Dr. Andrew Waddell).

ETS is involved in the Btox program, started by University of Uppsala a few years ago, to initiate toxicology education in the Baltic countries. With the exception of  a few courses in pharmacology departments, toxicology as a discipline is not taught in Estonian universities.

The ETS (www.estsoctox.ee), together with the Scandinavian Society of Cell Toxicology (www.ssct.net), is organizing an international toxicological conference, “Chemicals, Human & Environment” that will take place in Toila, Estonia on October 20-23, 2005 (http://ptah.kbfi.ee/toila2005). 

The role of ETS in Estonia

Since joining the European Union, Estonia is facing new legislatory needs.   As a result of changing legistation, there is a need for toxicological knowledge in environmental risk assessment, evaluation of food and cosmetic products etc. Toxicological research will  play a significant part in developing Estonian sustainable development strategy. ETS is contributing to these activities by promoting networking and exchange of know-how among its members and their colleagues, thereby helping them to interact more effectively and achieve better results. 
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