REPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMISSION

The Scientific Commission’s general objectives are to follow up on scientific developments and to incorporate these developments where relevant, feasible and/or necessary in the overall scientific strategy of IUTOX and of the global strategy on science (ICSU – International Council of Sciences).

IUTOX will, in particular, focus on scientific activities in developing countries and will stimulate these countries to participate in forthcoming scientific meetings.  

IUTOX representatives (Prof. dr. Erik Dybing, Prof. dr. Sylvia Barros and Prof. dr. R. Kroes) participated in the Scientific Program Committee of the CTDC6/Eurotox 2006 Congress to be held in Dubrovnik, Croatia, September 20-24, 2006.  The Science Commission (Prof Dr. Kevin Chipman, Dr. Barbara Hales, Prof. Dr. Tohru Inoue and Prof. Dr. Robert Kroes) attended the first Scientific Program Committee meeting of the IUTOX Congress ICT XI to be held in Montreal, June 15-19 2007. At the Eurotox Congress 2005 in Cracow, Poland, a second meeting of the Scientific Program Committee meeting of the IUTOX Congress ICT XI was held, where the Science Commission of IUTOX participated.  
The chair of the Scientific Commission was appointed as representative of IUTOX in ICSU ( International Council for Science), comments were made on a draft of the Strategic Plan of ICSU and the revised plan was discussed at the 28th General Assembly of ICSU ( see below)

At the General Assembly of the ICSU in Suzhou, China (October 17-20, 2005) the following points discussed and/or decided upon are important to mention:

Scientific Global projects were reported and evaluated (i e. the International Polar Year (IPY), Natural and Human Induced Hazards, Human Health and Well Being, Energy (Renewable), Science and Sustainable Development.

A first (!) Strategic Plan has been developed (2006-2011) and was accepted by the General Assembly.

ICSU has started to regionalise her activities and is currently setting up regional centres in the following regions: Asia and the Pacific, Africa, Arabic Regional, and Latin America and the Caribbean.

The African Regional Centre has been launched (South Africa, Director is Professor Sospeter Muhongo).  The Regional Centre for Asia and the Pacific will be situated in Malaysia, most probably in Kuala Lumpur.  The Latin American Regional Centre will in all probability be located in Brazil.

This regionalisation is welcomed by IUTOX as it enables IUTOX to better organise and focus their Capacity Building Programmes in the future using the regional networks which are being set up.

The following resolutions were adopted by the General Assembly:

To focus more on social sciences in the future as an important additional science to achieve ICSU’s goals;

To reiterate ICSU’s rejection of pseudo sciences and to endorse the teaching of evolution as ICSU takes a stand against the teaching of creationism or intelligent design as if these were a scientific alternative. 

