Report of Membership Committee
Membership Committee was held on 10:00 – 11:00 a.m., March 15, 2009, at Tubman room, on the 3rd floor of Hotel Hilton, Baltimore. Participated EC members: Silvia, Elaine, Mumtaz, and Tohru.

1. First, the members discussed the Member Societies Expanding Program, issued in Rhodos island, Greece, October 4-5, 2008. According to the record, candidate countries and/or societies such as Czech, Slovak, Romania, and Macedonia are supposed to be encouraged to join as the new membership societies during the next planning year. Another group of candidate countries and/or societies such as Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, Peru, Columbia, Costa Rica, Venezuela, Iraqi, Serbia, and other scientific societies have been supposed to be ready to join upon the EC’s action soon in the near future. 

2. Mumtaz, Silvia, and other EC members have tried to contact with those societies, however, no country/society so far responds positively during the last six months. After discussion, the committee found that major concerns of those societies are based on, first, an over-loading of membership due, and second, lesser information, as the matter of fact, on the various benefits of the member societies. Thus, the committee decided to request earlier establishment of new invitation letter kit including more precise benefits of membership societies, including increased number of fellowships, and a possible reduction system of membership due. A list of above mentioned countries with contact person(s) are needed to be established as earlier as possible. Representative contact person at the EC side should be assigned. 
3. On the other hand, possibly owing to lesser opportunity in communication and interactions over the societies each other with respect to specific interests among the toxicology area, our Union may loose some institutional members having a specific area of interests. Membership committee aware the EC and Committees, that they must realize that each society, most of times, may anxious to have mutual communication in relatively narrow toxicological interests as an essential benefit of the membership, thus, mutual interaction over those societies/members represented by narrow range of interests are needed to be organized more extensively in each ICT program and other toxicology programs. Mutual interactions through the website information, establishing global scientific programs over separate countries may increase their benefits of such specific societies. In general, circulation of IUTOX News Letters in each society is important. 
4. Due to difficulty in an immediate increase of membership societies, the membership committee newly proposes two possible membership structures; first, “Observer Society”, which receives precise information and contacts on the IUTOX activities directly from the headquarter without membership due. They are invited the general assembly without voting right; second, “Individual observer (s)”, potential toxicologist(s) less than 10 members in a country/area before establishing the society can get the similar informational benefit without membership due. These associate/affiliate member societies are regarded as a potential member society of the IUTOX in the near future.
5. Concerning the strategic plan, the first item in Objective No. 3, i.e., “3. Encourage diversity of toxicological disciplines in a region”, in “Broaden the geographic base of toxicology as a discipline”, the committee members defined that the issue is tightly linked to specific local subjects such as a gas-plant in a specific area, toxic soil in a specific basin area, etc.. To answer to the question as to what subjects would be the most benefic to South Asian countries for education, possible list may be filled by “nanotechnology”, “food safety and residual pesticides”, “facilitation of animal testing”, etc..  Establishing such list of geographically specific subjects may play an essential role of “Objectives” listed in this category.

6. Concerning the third item in Objective No. 3, i.e., “3. Increase the number of member societies in a region”, in “Broaden the geographic base of toxicology as a discipline”, above mentioned no. 2 may work as a strategic plan. 
7. With regard to increasing the number of institutional members, IUTOX EC with Ms. Breskin tried to recruit new companies to join IUTOX. Ms. Breskin share solicitation letter for institutional members with IUTOX EC and coordinate correspondence.  
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