American College of Toxicology

The American College of Toxicology, founded in 1979, has a membership of more than 800 scientists devoted to the discipline of toxicology.  Areas of emphasis include the exchange of ideas between regulatory bodies and the industries they regulate, such as environmental pollution, toxicological implications for public health, chemical exposures in developing countries, and new advances in biology which enhance our ability to more fully develop our understanding of the mechanisms by which chemicals can impact our health and the environment.
The American College of Toxicology (ACT) holds its annual meeting in the United States which facilitates maximum interaction among the attendees. Furthermore, the small size (450-500) of the meetings allows us to concentrate on specific areas of interest to our members.  Experts invited to participate in various symposia can interact with many of the attendees on a much closer basis.

ACT was among the earliest societies to offer continuing education courses (CEC) at its annual meeting.  CEC subjects range from the latest in experimental approaches to the study of toxicological processes such as genomics, proteomics and metabonomics, to practical courses in how to be a study director or how to be a consultant. A course in Pathology for Toxicologists, in cooperation with the Society of Toxicological Pathologists, was recently inaugurated.   The course is given at a time and site different from the annual meeting. (see ACT website for information). (www.actox.org).

The College recognizes the distinctive efforts of both senior toxicologists and students in toxicology.  ACT gives two awards: the Distinguished Service Award and the Life Time Achievement Award.  The Distinguished Service Award is given to an individual who has made outstanding contributions to toxicology and public health.  It is not restricted to members of ACT.

The Life Time Achievement Award recognizes members of ACT who have made important contributions to the development of the Society. In addition, student presentations at the annual meeting are ranked for scientific quality, and the student authors of the best papers are honored at the annual luncheon banquet.

The official journal of the American College of Toxicology, The International Journal of Toxicology, had its origin as the Journal of Environmental Pathology and Toxicology.  The first issue of the Society’s official journal was published in January 1982.  Drs. Myron A. Mehlman, Mildred S. Christian and Robert M. Diener have served as past editors-in-chief of the journal.  Dr. Harihara Mehendale is the current editor-in-chief. Each year, the best papers published in the journal are selected for recognition at the annual meeting.

The American College of Toxicology offices are located in Bethesda, Maryland and the Executive Director of ACT is Carol C. Lemire, B.S. (clemire@actox.org).

The American College of Toxicology pledges to support the work of IUTOX aimed at research and education that will help to expand and improve toxicology worldwide and the application of our discipline to the solution of problems related to exposure to chemicals in the various environments in which we live and work, particularly in developing countries.

