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Task plans:

The purpose of this task group is to enhance visibility of the importance and extensive benefits associated with “Toxicology” in its broad sense and to address issues that may come from an inappropriate perception of the science within the (a) scientific community, (b) funding agencies and (c) the general public including school children.

Particular aspects to focus on will be the following with an emphasis on the great value of toxicology in human and environmental health:

· Economic values of toxicology e.g. in agriculture and in avoidance of adverse drug reactions 

· The needs and benefits of animal use in safety assessment and human and environmental health

· The advances in in vitro alternative strategies

· The needs of Governments for relevant expert toxicology advice (the value and potential decline of this expertise)

· The changing structure of toxicology within academia (links to the basic sciences versus applied research).

· The expansion and maintenance of training and career opportunities

· The expansion and maintenance of research support (addressing concerns about reduction of academic toxicology research). 

· The importance of risk communication and remedy of false “risk perceptions” 

The task group will aim to produce publicity information in various formats emphasising the importance of the subject and the needs for the future. The group wishes to emphasise that Toxicology is about health and protection , not about poisons. Productions from the work of the task group will be tailored to address the different issues and to separately address the three target groups as listed above internationally. It will also highlight actions that the toxicology community need to take in order to enhance image.

Specific plans may include:

1. Seek interaction with other global and regional groups that are attempting to achieve the same (e.g. CEFIC-LRI have an initiative) and possibly EUROTOX/SOT/ASIATOX. We need to identify all of these groups, determine what they are doing and whether we can collaborate.
2. To produce a publication along the lines of "THE VALUE OF TOXICOLOGY TO SOCIETY". This publication might be aimed at a general reader with scientific knowledge ( e.g. for publication in New Scientist/Science or similar publication). The article would include the cost to society of e.g. adverse drug reactions, environmental pollution etc. and highlighting the crucial importance, and proven value/success, of toxicology in limiting these problems. We should also include examples of where Toxicology has driven advances in understanding of fundamental biology (e.g. apoptosis, aging, mitochondrial function).
3. We might consider a similar production to be linked to the IUTOX  website and other publications.
4. We might consider an additional, colourful and simplistic production for targeting schools.

5. Other items for which we might focus are Chemical and biological threat, the environment and occupational toxicology, food safety and animal welfare.

6. We need to focus on the training gaps between developed and developing countries

7. It is planned that the Task Force should work closely with the Communication Commission.

8. Round-Table discussion sessions at International meetings, possibly starting with EUROTOX are planned. The purpose of this is to highlight the actions needed to be taken by the Toxicology Community to enhance Image.

9. At Birmingham in the UK, a Masters Student is gathering evidence of the value and importance of Toxicology. For dissemination, a link with the Toxicology Education Foundation is being established. 

A budget of approx. 2,000 $ /year is anticipated.
