
The Polish Society of Toxicology

The history of Toxicology in Poland as a scientific discipline dates back to the period between the two world wars when the toxicological analysis was introduced into institutes of toxicological and forensic chemistry in the universities’ pharmaceutical departments. These institutes were responsible for the preparation of most of the legal expertise required by the courts.  New problems emerged as a response to intensive industrialization of the century after the II World War, especially within the fields of industrial and environmental toxicology and utilization of chemicals. These changes prompted the development of clinical, industrial, environmental and veterinary toxicology.

The first organization of Polish toxicologists, the Toxicology Section of the Polish Pharmacological Society, was created in 1966. The Section organized first Polish Toxicological Symposium in 1968. 

On 8 March 1978 Polish Society of Toxicology was formally founded as an interdisciplinary scientific society acting under the auspices of the Polish Academy of Science (PAN). The aims of the Society include organization and promotion of scientific research in the field of toxicology; dissemination of research results in toxicology and related fields; informing the public about current toxicological issues; representation of Polish toxicology in Poland and abroad.

The Polish Society of Toxicology operates nationwide. There are 11 regional branches: Białystok, Gdańsk, Kraków, Lublin, Łódź, Poznań, Silesia, Szczecin, Warsaw, Wrocław, Warmia and Masuria. Altogether, the Society has more than 300 members. The current president is Prof. Konrad Rydzyński and Łódź is the seat of the Society. The board of directors of the Polish Society of Toxicology co-ordinates the activities of its regional branches and fulfils its duties through established commissions and sections, such as the Charter Commission, the Commission for Education, the Commission for the Registration of Toxicologists, the Commission for International Cooperation, the Editorial Commission and the Environmental Toxicology Section.

In 1991, The Society became a member of EUROTOX and in 1999 member of IUTOX. Training of toxicologists in Poland under the auspices of the Polish Society of Toxicology was formally included in postgraduate education programs as early as 1983. Since the very beginning of its existence the Society has acted as an advisory body and provides scientific consultation in toxicology and the Commission for the Registration of Toxicologists appoints experts whose authority is recognized internationally. Since 1993 the Society has been publishing in English its own [image: image1.jpg]


scientific journal Acta Toxicologica. Its Editor-in-Chief is Prof. Jan Stetkiewicz and the editing offices are in the Nofer Institute of Occupational Medicine in Łódź. In 1994, the Editorial Commission compiled and published the “Dictionary of toxicological terms”. 

Scientific congresses organized by the Society provide the largest forum for the presentation of the research results in all areas of toxicology and stimulate further advances in toxicology and constitute a significant contribution on the part of Polish toxicologists to Polish and world science. The Society is very proud of having organized eight national scientific congresses. The Polish Society of Toxicology together with the Nofer Institute of Occupational Medicine is also organizing the 42nd Congress of The European Societies of Toxicology (EUROTOX) in Cracow, Poland, 11-14 September 2005.

The scientific activity encompasses all areas of toxicology, including environmental, industrial, clinical, forensic and veterinary toxicology, toxicological biochemistry, immunotoxicology, toxicological analysis, regulatory toxicology and others.

