The Tenth Risk Assessment Summer School was held September 25 – October 3, 2004 at Hoeri am Bodensee, Hemmenhofen, Germany. Twenty-four students from 16 different countries and a faculty of six senior toxicologists and one psychologist from four different countries took part. 

The students were exposed to lectures on toxicology and risk analysis. The students, representing industry, academia and regulatory agencies, were divided into five smaller groups in which faculty cases and the student cases were thoroughly discussed with the help of one member of the faculty as tutor. In this way the students were exposed to a variety of risk assessment problems of chemicals from different countries. After the group discussion the students presented the conclusions of their study cases in plenary sessions. Furthermore, the students had ample time for individual discussions both with the faculty and the other students. This type of hands-on-training is very efficient as the students improved in their performance during the course. 

From the course evaluation, it was obvious that all the students thought that the course was very successful, that they made many valuable contacts for the future and that they will recommend the course to others in the future. The students from developing countries highly valued the opportunity to meet with toxicologists from developed countries. All the students said that the course was a great inspiration to go back home and continue their work in risk assessment of chemicals.

The two half-day excursions were highly appreciated by the students and faculty. The new President of IUTOX, Professor Ali Karakaya, attended the final two days of the course and handed out the RASS certificates to the students at the farewell dinner. 
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