Background

In 1983 The European Society of Toxicolgoy initiated the idea of a summer school in toxicology, based on the methods used in Gordon Conferences, where close interactions between teachers and students could occur. The idea was also discussed by the Council of the Society of Toxicology. 

From these discussions it was proposed that such a summer school should be organised by the International Union of Toxicology to reach an international audience. 

The first Risk Assessment Summer School 

was held in 1985.

Previous Risk Assessment Summer Schools: 

1. Denmark, August 1985

2. USA, August, 1987

3. Italy, October, 1990

4. Bermuda, August, 1992

5. England, August, 1994

6. Thailand, August-September, 1996

7. Sweden, August, 1998

8. Spain, October, 2000

9. Malta, October, 2002

10. Germany, September, 2004

Objectives

The Summer School offers young toxicologists unique opportunities to broaden their knowledge and experience in the field of data evaluation and chemical risk assessment. 







(
Risk assessment is a topic requiring judgement, which to a large extent is based on common 

sense and experience. It cannot be learned 

from textbooks and lectures alone, but has 

to be assimilated using more sophisticated and dedicated methods. RASS provides the opportunity of practising risk assessment with highly experienced toxicologists as tutors. 

Discussion is another way of sharing knowledge and experience.







(
Risk assessment is a life-long learning process and the Summer School provides a perfect start.  

RASS is a pleasant and memorable event, which establishes life long contacts with teachers as well as with other students.

The Faculty

(

Inspiring

(

Highly qualified

(

Well-known scientists

(

Lengthy experience

(
Present during the whole course

Jack Dean, USA

Elaine Faustman, USA

Wallace Hayes, USA
Bo Lambert, Sweden

Torbjörn Malmfors, Sweden

Paul Peters, The Netherlands

Paul Slovic, USA

RASS concept

RASS is a specialised training and educational activity, which emphasises learning rather than teaching. 

It is characterised by the following features, all of which contribute to its success:

(
Preparation by each student, 

in advance, of a study case on 

a real problem.

(
Sufficient time is devoted for

discussions and interactions 


between students and faculty.

(
The learning process is facilitated by providing a stimulating and creative environment for both the mind and the senses.

Outline

of the program
Lectures and discussions of faculty cases devoted to one major area each day. 

The areas covered are:

· General principles of toxicology 

and risk analysis

· General and organ toxicology

(

Immuntoxicology

(

Reproduction toxicology

(

Mutagenenicity

(

Carcinogenicity

(

Risk evaluation

Study cases are also prepared by the students. Each case is discussed in a

small group and in a plenary session.

Learning methods

(
Lectures

· two hours in the morning

(
Tutors cases

- tutors present selected cases for discussion after the lecture

(
Discussions 

- in groups with a faculty member 

as a tutor

(
Study case

- each study case, prepared in advance by the students, is discussed in groups and presented in plenary session

(
Informality

    

- discussions, gatherings and 

social events

The Students

Applications are welcomed from 

students who:

(
are scientifically qualified in 


(
toxicology

(
have a doctoral level degree

(
are not more than 35 years of age

(
can communicate in English

Applications to Birgitta Lewander    (
c/o Malmfors Consulting AB

Karlskronavägen 22

SE-121 52 Johanneshov, Sweden

Tel +46 8 31 19 90

Fax +46 8 30 11 33

Email:malmfors.consulting@ebox.tninet.se

The students accepted for RASS will be selected by IUTOX.
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The next RASS is planned to be held in September/October 2006.

For more information, please contact

Birgitta Lewander or Torbjörn Malmfors

who are available during this congress.

RASS Secretariat

c/o Malmfors Consulting AB,

Karlskronavägen 22,

SE-121 52 Johnneshov, Sweden

Tel: +46 8 31 19 90 

Fax: +46 8 30 11 33

E-mail: malmfors.consulting@ebox.tninet.se HYPERLINK mailto:malmfors.consulting@ebox.tninet.se 
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